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CLINICS. ; pect the existence of abscess in the centre 
on -of the bone. You are not to suppose that 


Clinical Lecture on Abscess of the Tibia., there is no abscess because the pain is not 
-By Sir B. Bropre, Bart. (Continued; constant; on the contrary, it very often 
from p. 4.) ’ comes on only at intervals, and in one of 

Since I first published some observations: the cases which I have related there was, 
on the subject, in the year 1832, I have the, as I then mentioned, an actual intermission 
wtisfaction of knowing that similar cases; of seven or eight months. After the dis- 
tave been treated successfully in the same ’ ease has existed a certain number of years, 
namner by other surgeons. Mr. Liston has’ indeed, the pain never entirely subsides, 
“ven me an account of two such cases, } but still it varies, and there are periods of 
wuich occurred in his practice, and I have } abatement and of exacerbation. ‘The com- 
my possession the written statement of; bination of circumstances which I have de- 
athird one, in the hospital at Lincoln. ; scribed will fully justify you in making an 

Now what are the circumstances that‘ opening into the bone with a trephine. But 
vould lead you to suspect the existence of » how will it be if you are mistaken? This 
ibscess in the tibia? and supposing it to be } will not often occur, but if it should, really 
itobable that such an abscess exists, how ; the taking out a circle of bone can be of no 
if@ vou to proceed to relieve it? ; consequence; no injury follows the opera- 
When the tibia is enlarged from a deposit ;tion—it is unattended with danger. The 
if bone externally—when there is excessive ‘operation is a very simple one. You ex- 
fain, such as may be supposed to depend on’ pose the surface of the bone, and make a 
treme tension, the pain being aggravated ; circular opening with a trephine at that part 
it intervals, and these symptoms continue ; where there seems to be some tenderness 
ind become aggravated, not yielding to me- {and some pain on pressure. One principal 
‘cines or other treatment that may be had ; thing to be attended to is that you have a 
ecourse to—then you may reasonably sus- } proper trephine. You do not want so large 
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10 CLINICS. 


an one as for the cranium, and it must be ; an abscess cannot exist for many years with. 
somewhat differently constructed. Those out the joint being endangered. In the year 
which lie on the table are made for the pur- 1830, a young genileman, about thirteen 
pose. One is of very small diameter, but years of age, came under my care. He had 
generally it is quite sufficient. ‘The com- ‘just returned from Paris, where he had had 
mon trephines are made with a rim or an attack of inflammation of the bone and 
shoulder. and if there be much enlargement ’ periosteum of the tibia, for which he had 
of the bone, they will not penetrate deep been under the care of the late Baron Du. 
enough to reach the abscess. It is true that puytren. The inflammation terminated in 
you may break away the bone afterwards, | necrosis. I removed some portions of dead 
by means of a chisel, but the operation may bone, others exfoliated without any opera. 
be more easily performed with a trephine tion, and for three or four years pieces of 
having no shoulder; which will at once’ bone continued to come away, none of large 
penetrate to the abscess, however deep it size. Among the sinuses that were open, 
may be, and render the chisel unnecessary. there was one a little below the knee-joint; 
The afier-treatment is as simple as possible. I could not ascertain whether bone had 
There may be some pain for a day or two, come from it or not, but it closed, and the 
and especially, as in the case I last men- patient appeared quite well. In the year 
tioned, if the patient be an_ hysterical 1835 or 1836, however, I was consulted by 
female, there may be hysterical pain after- him again, on account of some pain in the 
wards; but all that is required is to main- | upper end of the tibia. Whenever he walk- 
tain the general health, and lay on some ed the knee-joint swelled, becoming full of 
simple dressing: the bone soon granulates, fluid. I applied a splint, kept him quiet, 
the space is filled up by a sort of fibrous and he seemed quite to recover. I then left 
substance, and the wound cicatrizes. off the splint, and allowed him to walk about 

Sut what would happen if you were not as usual. ‘The result was, that in the course 
to perform the operation? The patient of two or three days the knee was again 
may continue in torture, as I have already filled with synovia. On a blister being ap- 
told you, for eighteen years, losing all the plied, the fluid was again absorbed, then 
best part of his life; or a worse event than ; reappeared again on exercise. ‘Taking these 
that may take place. The preparation’ circumstances into account, and remember- 
which I show you is one of the oldest in’ ing that there had been pain for some time 
the Museum. I attended a patient who la- ' in the upper end of the tibia, and formerly 
boured under various diseases; there were a sinus leading to the centre of the bone, I 
tubercles in the lungs, and vomicw; dead , thought it very probable that the knee-joint 
bone in the ribs, and some other local com-} was only occasionally affected in conse- 
plaints, which I forget. Besides al! this, he quence of some disease in the neighbouring 
had an enlargement of the lower end of the‘ portion of the tibia. Mr. Keate and Mr. 
tibia, attended with excessive pain—pain, < Liston saw the patient with me, and agreed 
indeed, hardly to be borne, and which came in the opinion that it would be prudent to 
on in paroxysms lasting for many hours, and ; perforate the head of the tibia with a tre- 
then in some degree subsiding. By and by )phine. Finding, as well as I could, the 
an abscess appeared externally, in the neigh- most tender spot, I performed the operation, 


bourhood of the enlarged tibia, and then’ and out gushed three or four drachms of | 
the pain ceased. Under this complication matter. There was no pain afterwards; © 


of disease the patient sank and died; and ; the wound gradually contracted and healed, 
on examining the body I found an abscess! and now, when the patient walked, there 
in the centre of the tibia. One effect of the > was no swelling of the knee. ‘The opera- 
abscess had been to cause absorption of the { tion was performed in 1837, and I have seen 
cartilage of the ankle-joint. It might have} the patient occasionally ever since, and 
made its way into the joint, but it took} know that he has had no return of the com- 
another course; and if you examine the pre-{ plaint. But is it possible to doubt that, if 
paration, you will perceive on one side of} the state of things I have described had 
the tibia a round aperture, by which the} gone on, the knee-joint must have been de- 
matter escaped, and by which the external} stroyed? What would have happened 1! 
and internal abscesses communicated with} recourse had not been had to the operation! 
each other. It is plain from this, that such} A case occurred in this hospital, not exactly 
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CLINICS. 11 


_nilar, but sufficiently so to enable me to 
newer this question. A man of the name 
; Hendrow, was admitted, in February, 
37, with the upper end of the tibia en- 
sed just below the knee-joint. There 
was an opening leading down to the centre 
the bone, and a probe passed into it came 
» contact with a piece of bone that ap- 
seared to be dead and loose, so that it was 
slain that a piece of bone in the centre of 
‘ve tibia had exfoliated and formed an ab- 
«ess, Which had afterwards made its way 
externally. But that which renders the case 
aeresting as connected with the present 
uiry, is this, that whenever the patient 
wk exercise there was an accumulation of 
juid in the knee-joint, just as in the last 
ase. The swelling disappeared on the joint 
wing kept quiet; and the motion of the 
wnt was perfect, or nearly so. It seemed 
lain that there was a piece of dead bone in 
tue centre of the tibia, which was somehow 
ot other doing mischief to the knee-joint. 
The course to be pursued was evident. I 
applied a trephine so as to enlarge the open- 
ng through which the probe had passed; it 
penetrated into a cavity in which there lay 
apiece of dead bone, about the size of a 
wrse-bean, which was at once removed. 
-nortunately, the poor fellow, whose health 
ud been ina bad state previously, had an 
itack of erysipelas, and died. I took par- 
‘cular care to examine the knee-joint, and 
‘have the notes of the dissection before me. 
The whole upper part of the tibia was in- 
‘eased in size from a deposit of scabrous 
sone On the surface. The cavity from which 
‘te dead bone had been extracted was of the 
‘we of a large cherry, had a smooth internal 
‘urlace, the bone around it being somewhat 
atder than natural. From this a sinus 
‘ended up to the knee joint, and opened 
‘Olt just at the anterior part of the spine 
the tibia. 
‘ejoint. The cartilage covering the head 
‘the tibia in some places remained perfect, 
Xt only in narrow stripes; in other parts 
had degenerated into a substance some- 
ing like condensed membrane ; in others 
te only vestige of it was a thin membran- 
‘8 substance—so thin that you could see 
“e bone through it; and in others the bone 
‘the tibia was completely exposed, but 
Ot carious, The bone of the tibia was 


‘arder and more compact than under ordi- , 


‘ty circumstances. It was curious that 
“€ condyles of the femur had suffered also, ; 


There was no suppuration in: 


though in a different manner. The bone, 
instead of being harder, was softer than 
natural, so that you might cut it with a 
knife. The cartilage adhered imperfectly 
to the bone; it could be peeled off, and in 
some places it had begun to ulcerate. The 
softening of the condyles of the tibia T have 
no doubt was the consequence, and not the 
cause of the disease; for you will observe 
that all bones ina state of inaction lose a 
great part of their phosphate of lime. After 
compound fracture, when the patient has 
been long confined, the bone will actually 
become as soft as a scrofulous bone, so that 
you may cut them with a knife. 

The three last cases show that it is not 
safe to leave an abscess in the lower end of 
the extremity of the tibia beyond a certain 
time; that the joint is always in danger, and 
that the perforation of the bone is the only 
remedy. Even if you were mistaken in your 
diagnosis no harm can arise from the opera- 
tion. Nay, it is a question whether good 
may not arise under certain circumstances 
from taking away a piece of bone, where 
there is chronic inflammation in it, even 
though there be no abscess. The following 
very remarkable case will illustrate this last 
observation. A young gentleman, who 
lived at Brixton, was brought to me by Mr. 
Crowdy, a practitioner of that place, with 
violent pain in the middle of one arm, the 
bone itself being enlarged in that part to 
which the pain was referred. Some reme- 
dies were tried, which I need not enume- 
rate, without any benefit. The pain con- 
tinued, and I began to suspect that there 
might be an abscess in the centre of the 
bone. Under this impression I proposed 
cutting down upon it, and making an open- 
ing with the trephine, so that 1 might re- 
move the matter, if there were any there. 
The operation was performed ; the trephine 
penetrated to the centre of the bone, but no 
matter escaped. I persevered, but still there 
was no matter, and at last the instrument 
penetrated completely from one side of the 
bone to the other. ‘The bone was very hard 
and compact, and it was as much as the tre- 
phine would do to run it through. I thought 
that I had made a blunder, and that there 
being no abscess the operation would not 
be attended with any benefit. The next 
morning the patient had an attack of pain 
almost as severe as before the operation, but 
it did not last long, and he never had any 
pain afterwards. The wound healed, the 














12 MEDICAL EDUCATION AND INSTITUTIONS. 


relief was complete, and I heard of the ‘ brandy and water, neither do I exactly re. 
patient not long ago as having continued : collect what I did prescribe. At the time | 
quite well. I presume that this was a case | put it on a slate, but it was afterwards ryb. 
of chronic inflammation of the humerus, and » bed off. The medicine was to relieve the 
that taking out the piece of bone from the pain—it was not opening medicine. Mrs, 
centre, probably partly by relieving the ten- ; Myhill was to have called upon me again, 
sion, and partly by a discharge of matter and let me know how her husband was, and 
from the bone, unloading the vessels, ac- : to tell me the effect the medicine had upon 
counted for the relief which the patient ob- > him. I am perfectly satisfied that the me. 
tained from the operation. — Lond. Med. dicine I prescribed could not do him any 


Gaz., Dec., 1845. ; harm, but I did intend that it should do him 
— ‘good. I considered that the deceased was 

SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. in a very bad state, and that I ascertained 
OF MEDICAL DELUSIONS. ; from my research in science, and study from 


The Marchand Remedy for Hydrophobia.’ my books of knowledge. If a person came 
—For more than forty years a family by; to me and represented their case, I should 
the name of Marchand, residing in western; not be governed by what he said, but I 
Pennsylvania, has had great notoriety for’ should be governed by the rule of science 
making and vending a nostrum for the pre- and my books of knowledge. I could by 
vention and cure of hydrophobia. Quite} searching those books ascertain more of 
recently | had an opportunity of examining ; their disease than any person could inform 
this nostrum, and send you the result. ?me. It is a very common practice with me 

The potion consists of three boluses, and» to prescribe for persons I have never seen, 
in each bolus is a pellet of paper closely } nor yet had a description of their complaints. 
rolled. On unrolling the pellet carefully; I neither want to know the name of the 
I was enabled to read the following words, party, or where they come from, or any 
written in a fair hand:—‘‘ Margarat, Feragat, ‘description whatever of their complaints, as 
Magulat.’’ Of course the efficacy of the: I can always find everything out by the rule 
bolus resides in the magical words. > of science, my study, and from my books 

A fatal case of hydrophobia occurred last’ of knowledge. If any person had come to 
month in Alleghany; the friends had pro- > me after the death of Myhill, I could have 
cured the Marchand nostrum, and I was: stated the cause of his death, but the time 

thus enabled to see the bolus for the first is now so far gone that I cannot.’’ He again 


time. : repeated his powers of discovering the com- 
Jos. P. Gazzam, M.D. : plaints of persons by the aid of his books, 

Pittsburg, Oct., 1846. ‘ which was the cause of much merriment to 
= ‘ the coroner and the jury, who looked with 


Free Trade in Medicine.—A man resid- ’ some suspicion upon the many cases [cures?] 


ing in the county of Norfolk, England, hav- ‘he pretended to have effected by his books, © 


ing died, it was supposed, from the effects ’ his science, and his study. 
of some medicine given him, a coroner's ° 
inquest was held, and among other witnesses ‘ MEDICAL EDUCATION AND 
examined was a Mr. Staples, who calls him- } INSTITUTIONS. 





self a chemist and druggist. He deposed as | Medical Education.— (The following re- 


follows :— : marks from an editorial article in a late No. 
‘I vend drugs and prepare them, but I; of the London Medical Gazette, (Sept. 25, 


do not profess to be a surgeon. Some short} 1846,) are, it seems to us, sound, and as” 


time since Mrs. Myhill, the wife of the de- { they are equally applicable to the condition 
ceased, came to me and stated that her hus- ; of things in this country we transfer them 
band was very bad. I prescribed for the! to our pages.] ‘* Medical Education has of 
deceased from the representation made to, late years unfortunately assumed the cha- 
me by his wife. I cannot say what she} racter of commercial speculation. Compe- 
stated. I made up some medicine according } tion has been carried to that degree that in 
to the nature of the disease. I was not told | some instances it is quite certain, from the 
what was the matter with him, but I found} lowness of the fees charged for attendance, 
it out by my study, my science and my | there can be no remuneration for the proper 


search. I do not recollect that 1 ordered} performance of the duties. The courses 


; 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 13 


srescribed by the College and Hall are’ mon in many portions of the Middle and 
guaranteed at a certain low sum in one pay- , Western States, than it was supposed to be, 
nent; but it is clear that, unless there be a before the attention of the profession had 
very large number of students in the school, | been particularly turned to the subject. Dr. 
shere will be a great temptation to laxity and Boling, of Montgomery, Ala., in an elabo- 
neglect on the part of the teachers; and : rate and valuable article on Remittent Fever, 
although a low consolidation fee for a three published in the American Journal, speaks 
years’ course of study, may operate as a) of protracted cases, attended with spontane- 
great inducement to enter to a particular ous diarrhea, and tympanitic distension of 
school, yet the student may find in the end the abdomen, and a feeling of pain or uneasi- 
that he is paying only for printed certifi- siness between the umbilicus and the right 
cates, and that if he really require to be :tliae fossa. He also reports two protracted 
instructed in his profession, it will be neces- cases, in which he found ulceration of Pey- 
ary for him to go elsewhere. True eco- \er’s glands after death. Now it seems to 
nomy will, therefore, be found in selecting a} me hardly possible to doubt, that these 
zood and efficient school in the first instance. ; were, all of them, cases of true, continued, 
— ; typhoid fever.” * * * * Are there, or 
MEDICAL NEWS. > are there not, cases of fever corresponding 
—_— ‘in their march and symptoms to the typhoid 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. | fever of New England; running on from 
Health of the Army on the Rio Grande.— | three to five weeks, and in grave cases nearly 
We learn from Dr. Crate, chief Medical | always marked by prominent abdominal symp- 
Director, who has been at Monterey ever toms, tympanitis, diarrhwa, and so on! and 
since Gen. T'aylor marched upon that place, } differing essentially in their whole aspect 
that the general health of the army has {and physiognomy from even the protracted 
greatly improved since cool weather set in; ) cases of genuine remittent fever? There 
though many are still suffering from inter- } are multitudes of such cases in Ohio and 
mittent fever, dysentery, and diarrhea. Dr. ; Kentucky : I desire greatly to know whe- 
Craig says that the surgical operations wk ther there are such in the south- western 
formed at Monterey, for the most part did’ region of the United States.”’— 
very well. He performed one ecopatation | — 
it the shoulder-joint, on the field, which} Delegates to the National Medical Con- 
recovered.— New Orleans Med. and Surg. | vention. F rom the Lancaster County Me- 
Journal, Jan., 1847. dical Society—Drs. Humes. J L. Arter, 
— Kerroor, Esuteman, Winters, sen., Dur- 
Prof. Bartlett on Fever. — Prof. Banrt- } rieLD, and CARPENTER. 
“IT is engaged in the preparation of a} From the Pennsylvania Medical College. 
cond edition of his valuable work on} —Prof. Patrerson, Witrsanks, and W. 
fever, and is desirous of obtaining informa- ) L. Aree. 


tion from careful and competent observers } —_ 
ipon certain points in regard to continued; Northern Medical Association of Phila- 


ever in the southern and south-western  delphia.—Thie is the title of a new Medical 
sates. ‘*T wish to know,’’ he writes to) Suciety recently organized, with a view to 
the editors of the New Orleans Medical } benefit those members of the profession 
“ Surgical Journal, ‘‘ first of all, if there ; ; who reside in the northern sections of the 
8, throughout this region, a distinct form of }city and county. ‘The object contemplated 
continued fever, answering either to the ;is mutual improvement. and the establish- 
‘yphoid of France and America, or to the} ment of harmony among its members, the 
typhus of Ireland. The typhoid form of } advancement of the interests of the profes- 
continued fever is the only fever of the } sion, its usefulness and its respectability, 
Eastern States; it is becoming very com- } which cannot be better secured than by cul- 
nonin Ohio; it is altogether the most com-  tivating opportunities for social and literary 
mon form of fever in most parts of this intercourse. Ata meeting of the Associa- 
‘ate. There is an opinion that it is gradu- tion, held on the evening of January 14, 
ally taking the place of malarious fevers. } 1847, the following officers were elected. 
One thing at least is quite clear, and that is, ? President—Dr. Bens. S. JANNeEY. 

that this form of disease is much more com-; Vice-President—Dr. ArNoLD Navpain. 
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Counsellors—Drs. Unter, YaRDLEY, and 
Hat FiELp. 

Treasurer—Dr. M. B. Smita. 

Secretary—Dr. ReminGron. 

Reporting Secretaries — Drs. TowNsEND 


and Bryan. 


Ovariotomy.—In our last number we an- 
nounced this operation to have been per- 
formed for the third time by Dr. J. L. ATLEE, 
of Lancaster, and that the patient was doing 
well. We since learn that she died on the 
13th day after the operation. She was re- 
covering favourably from the operation when 
she took cold, and was attacked with pneu- 
monia, which in her debilitated condition 
soon proved fatal. 


Medical Commission Agency.—Wm. A. 


Crenpinen, A. M., M. D., of Baltimore, 
Md., has established in Paris a commis- 
sion agency, for the purchase of anatomical 


preparations, models, casts, surgical instru- | 


ments and appliances, scientific apparatus, ; 
> own evidence that he was totally uncon- 


medical, surgical and scientific books, plates 
and engravings, matters of professional and 
artistic interest. 


Letters should be most legibly directed to 


Dr. Wm. A. Clendinen, care of Messrs. A. 
Bininger & Co., New York, or of Messrs. 
Clark & Kellogg, Baltimore, who will 
promptly forward them. In no case will 
orders be attended to when unaccompanied 
by satisfactory remittances, for the amount 
of which either of the above firms will re- 
ceipt; but all cash orders (howsoever small) 
will, when explicitly detailed in writing, be 
promptly executed. The average commis- 
sions will not exceed 10 per cent. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

Surgical Operations during Insensibility 
produced by Inhalation of Ether—The me- 
thod of rendering patients insensible to pain 
by the inhalation of sulphuric ether has be- 
come known in England, and seems to have 
produced quite an excitement. 
noticed in the Medical Times, the Lancet, 
the London Medical Gazette, and the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Med. Rev. Dr. Biae- 
Low’s paper is published at length in the 
two first named journals. We extract the 


following remarks from an editorial article in 


the Medical Times of Jan. 2d. 


The plan is | 


before the Medical profession in England, 
; Originating in America, and being the in- 
‘vention of Dr. Morton, information was im- 
, mediately conveyed to England, and within 
‘six hours after the arrival of the letter an- 
nouncing it, it was employed by Mr. Robin- 


> son, surgeon-dentist of Gower street. We 


allude to the performance of even the most 
severe operations without the consciousness 
of the patient. Mr. Robinson has extracted 
many teeth under these circumstances with- 
out the patient evincing, by movement or 
gesture, the slightest indication of pain; and 
the patients have afterwards expressed their 
full belief that the operation was yet to be 
performed. 


¢ ‘*Mr. Liston next employed it in the major 


operations—amputated a leg and performed 
evulsion of the toe nail, without the know- 
ledge of the patients. 


‘*We saw Mr. Fergusson perform the 
operation for phymosis this morning (Thurs- 


day), and we can testify that the patient 
showed no sign of pain, and we have his 


‘scious that the operation had been per- 
' formed.”? 

In a postscript we find the following re- 
marks:—‘‘ Just before going to press we 
have received, by the courtesy of Dr. Boott, 
an early copy of the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal for December 2. We 
thence learn that an empirical attempt is 
being made by one or more physicians to 
patent the new agent under the name of 
‘an anodyne compound,’ and the protests of 
the respectable portion of the profession. 
We shall revert to this startling part of the 
subject in our next number.” 

Mr. Fergusson performed three opera- 


‘tions on patients while under the influence 


of ether, the first for phymosis, the second 
for permanent and very irritable stricture, 


and the third for a large abscess near the 


anus. 
‘After the operations were performed 
Mr. Fergusson made a few remarks, to the 
‘effect that these three cases had so far 
proved highly satisfactory, and that there 
could be now no doubt of the peculiar effect 
of ether. He said that these cases, which 
he had just operated upon, were peculiarly 
adapted for its use; and he would take the 


. first opportunity of testing it in some capital 
‘A subject of intense professional interest, | 
and one which is likely to become an im- 
portant adjunct to operative surgery, is now 
\ 


operation which would be of short duration. 
He, however, could not help stating that 1's 
use might not be without danger, and that 
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much discrimination was required as to the‘ consul and inhabitants had removed to Ctesi- 
description of patients to whom it should be | phon, where they had formed for themselves 
applied. a cordon sanitaire; and an Italian practi- 
“The interesting question, how far reco-  tioner, Sig. Foresti, was the sole European 
very is served or impeded by the painless physician who remained in Bagdad. At 
results caused, is of course yet undecided. ‘Tabriz, in North Persia, cholera appeared 
We shall, therefore, sedulously watch these on the 1]th of October, and carried off 150 
and the other cases, now every day pre- people in the first three days, on which the 
senting themselves, with this view, and governor and suite, and all the wealthy in- 
shall report further to our readers.’’ habitants, left the town.—Lancet, Dec. 19, 
The editor of the London Medical Ga- 1846. 
vette, after noticing the first experiments By intelligence received from Trebizonde, 
with the ether in England, observes :— dated November 20th, it appears that the 
“The facts are here so candidly stated cholera had ceased to commit its ravages at 
that any one may put the new process to Ispahan, but that it still raged at Schiras 
the test of experiment. Dr. Morton has and Kirman. This plague has not advanced 
made no mystery of his proceedings, like in the direction of the Caucasus, ‘liilis and 
the tribe of hypnotic quacks who have lately Erivan are still free from it, and the rigour 
perambulated the country. Some caution of the season will prevent its passing the 
must, however, be observed in employing Caucasus. But Europe is threatened with 
the vapour of ether in the way suggested. this terrible plague in another direction. 
Ether is a strong narcotic, and its vapour. After having carried off numbers of the 
speedily produces complete lethargy and inhabitants of Bussora and Bagdad, it has 
coma; it is exceedingly volatile, and rapidly got to Diarbekir. There is a constant com- 
absorbed and diffused through the body, mercial intercourse between this town and 
especially when brought into contact with’ Aleppo, and it is much to be feared that it 
the extensive surface of the air-cells of the , may spread into Syria.—Lond. Med. Gaz., 
lungs. In one case it has destroyed life, , December, 1846. 
and in another caused apoplexy.’ * * *> _ 
“It must be regarded as producing a state; Gun-cotton in Cupping.—Gun-cotton is 
of temporary poisoning, in which the nerv- recommended for exhausting the air from 
ous system is most powerfully affected; and, ; glasses. A very small portion is placed 
asin concussion or narcotic poisoning, sen- , within the glass, and before a piece of 
sibility may be so destroyed that operations lighted paper can be well introduced, from 
which in the healthy state would occasion ,its highly inflammable nature, it becomes 
severe pain, may be performed without any / ignited, imparting merely to the surface in- 
consciousness on the part of the patient.’? ° closed an agreeable warmth. 


, , To what extent does Heart-disease exist 
Cesarian Operation.—On the 7th Dec. a (in Chorea, and what is the Nature of that 
woman, arrived at the last stage of preg- Affection? By R. Cuampers, M. D.— 
—— fell suddenly in one of the wards of | Never having hed an opportanity of exam- 
a cm tom : ms oe ‘ining the body of an individual the subject 
“me of the hospital, having vainly enceas ; of chorea, I am unable to speak positively 
voured to restore life, and finding, on repeated 


aiiiiiend rnin een ‘of the nature of the heart complications. 
ne es a a a oe oe ve judging from stethoscopic examination, 


tracti i ; ; ; 
ions of the foetal heart were rapidly sit appears to be, in most cases, some iImper- 


wag Ph kad bien agy a ‘fection of the mitral or aortic valves, more 
Casesian a nM The child sae Sa ; frequently the former. In a case which I 
dive, and hag ne eal Med. Times, Dec 7am at this time attending, in a boy aged ten 
19 1816 6 i salad - "3 years, there appears to be obstructive aortic, 
! Sand regurgitant mitral disease. In this case 
on ; the chorea has yielded to gradually- increased 

Asiatic Cholera. — Cholera had, by late } doses of the sulphate of zinc. He is taking 
advices, subsided in the pashalic of Bagdad ‘fifty-two grains in the day, and exhibits a 
‘Asiatic Turkey), but not until 4000 per- } perfect tolerance of the remedy. As has 
‘ons had died of it in that city. The British been remarked by Dr. Babington, by begin- 


ee 
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ning with a half grain dose, and increasing’ to which operation two grains of opium 
it one grain daily, we can obtain a tolerance were directed to be taken every hour. ‘T'wo 
for very large doses of the remedy. doses having been swallowed, the spasms 
I have never found it necessary to modify relaxed, and the bladder was relieved with. 
the treatment of the chorea in consequence out operation.—Ibid. 
of the heart complications; probably be- os 
cause tonics are suitable for the relief of 
both affections. I am, however, aware that | 
chorea does occasionally occur in connection 
with acute heart-affection, in which the lat- 
ter demands our principal attention. And 
again in some of the cases, apparently con- 
nected with heart-disease, I believe that it peor the Gad. siliieiie thd. Bales de 
is to an impoverished state of the blood we ‘ckly with a bit of li Fie a 
are to look for an explanation of those mur- | ee oO a oF Ne linen, 
and while it is comparatively dry, seize a 


murs that simulate mitral Cieews. “fGen small portion of the integuments surround. 
clude ” from having “mage the murmurs ing the bite with the finger and thumb of 
disappear pari passu with the removal of cali all Bae h 
the chorea.—Prov. Med. and Surg. Journ., a oe eee wes connane to 
ech , _make a moderate, but not painful, pressure. 
Dec. 16, 1847. If the child be restless, and struggle, I lose 
the hold, but instantly dry and seize the cut 
as before. One may be compelled to repeat 
this process three or four times, but ultimate 
success is certain. At every subsequent 
seizure the hemorrhage is seen to be more 
languid; and ina period varying from five 
to fifteen minutes, is completely suppressed. 
I may add, that the irritation attendant on 
leech-bites is not of more frequent occur- 
rence after this pressure.’’-—/bid. 


Method of Arresting the Hemorrhage from 
Leech-bites.--Dr. Anprew Marsuatt, of 
Belfast, recommends the following method 
of arresting the hemorrhage from leech. 
bites. ‘‘ Whenever a leech-bite bleeds pro- 
fusely, and compression cannot be made, as 


wow 


Vicarious Menstruation.—Several cases | 
were detailed to the Ipswich Medical So- 
ciety, in which this affection assumed the 
character of hemoptysis and hematemesis. 

In one case mentioned, the catamenial flow 
took place periodically from the axilla. In 
another the rectum became the seat of the 
monthly discharge. 

A very singular and interesting instance 
of vicarious menstruation was related as 
occurring in three members of the same 
family. The affection continued only dur- Acute Melena treated by Gallic Acid.— 
ing the early periods of menstruation. The. This affection occurred in a youth aged 20, 
portions of the body from which the dis- ; of cachectic habit. Antiphlogistic remedies 
charge exuded in each of the sisters, were and the acetate of lead having failed, the oil 
the lower regions of the abdomen, the in-. of turpentine, with tincture of opium, was 
guinal fossw, and the thighs.—Jhid. prescribed, which in its turn was of neces- 

ans sity abandoned, in consequence of the su- 
‘pervention of hematuria. Gallic acid, in 
doses of four grains every four hours, was 


Uterine Hemorrhage.—The patient, a fe- 
male of middle age, of relaxed flabby habit, 
the mother of twelve children, and at that 
time supposing herself to be three months 
advanced in pregnancy. The discharge was | 
profuse. ‘The acetate of lead and ergot of , 


rye totally failing, the oxide of silver was ; 
aS : : ee hse ; —An infant 
administered in grain doses three times a Absence of the Gall-bladder : 


day, and effected a cure.—Ibid jaundiced from birth, died comatose, after 


Ibid. 


‘the gall-bladder was found wanting.—/bid. 
Stricture of the Urethra; effect of Opium. | rest 
—An elderly man had for some years been ' Obituary Record.--Died at Parma, on 


‘now given, in combination with tincture of © 
‘opium, under the use of which remedy the © 
, discharge ceased, and a cure was effected — © 


‘surviving fifteen weeks. On examination — 





gk 


the subject of severe and obstinate stricture ‘the 26th Nov. last, Professor TowmasiN!, 


of the urethra. ‘The bladder became enor- {in the 77th year of his age. Prof. T. i3 
mously distended, no urine having passed } well known as the originator of peculiar 
from the Saturday to the Tuesday. It was | medical doctrines, which now form the 
determined to puncture the bladder, previous } basis of Italian medical practice. 


Sic Ae Resim a UR AEN Cita he 





VOL. 


—— 


Cimea 
M.D 


Domest 
Medi 
New \ 
New Y 
Navy, 
Willou 
frenevé 
Foreigi 
asar 
ble, 
Applies 
ot Mi 
Fever i 


TODE 


———— 


Clini 
Wriah 
pital, B 

A du 
fthe ¢ 
dlectua 
medyin 
ody w 
mtus js 
nected » 
which, 
ence an 
sion of i 
of nutri 
thief a 
professic 
ivspeps' 
with w] 
mill be 1 
3 Vario 
In th 
reld the 
Dispens 
instituti 

‘iting, r 
——, 

Publi. 
tnd sen, 
Nences, 


n full ¢ 








